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gy of GEOGRAPHERS

May 29, 2020

The Honorable Ron DeSantis
Governor of Florida

The Capitol

400 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Dear Governor DeSantis:

On behalf of the constituent members and supporters of the American Association of Geographers (AAG), and
of fellow geographers and GlScientists worldwide, we the undersigned write to remind you of the scientific
foundation of geography as a discipline and the life-saving implications geographic sciences have in public
health and epidemiology. Purporting that a geographer is automatically “not a data scientist” is both blatantly
untrue and an insult to the thousands of geographers and GlScientists working tirelessly to inform urgent
policy decisions during this time of national crisis.

Simply put: it is impossible to address and respond to the COVID-19 pandemic without using geospatial data
and analysis. Geographers from around the globe have responded to this crisis with an array of in-depth
studies. For example, Dr. Song Gao’s team at the University of Wisconsin is using big data on human mobility

patterns to predict potential new hotspots for infection. Geographers have also been instrumental in tracking
the impact of social distancing on disease transmission, as well as changes to air quality due to altered social
interactions (Descartes | abs). Dr. Marshall Shepherd outlines numerous other examples in his recent Forbes

article, “Why (ieograp hy Is A Key Part Of Fighting The Coronavirus COVID-19 Outbreak” where he uses the

pandemic as a “teachable moment” to broaden understanding of geography as a discipline.

How states and localities reopen in the coming months will define how we, as a nation, are remembered for the
COVID-19 pandemic. The notion that geography is not a science demonstrates a narrow understanding of the
discipline. Worse, it reflects a profoundly worrying perspective from a public official, since geography —
specifically, how places and people are connected and interact with each other — is inherent in crafting
strategies that will restore everyday life. Location-based public health data is the most critical factor in
implementing reopening plans. Citizens are placing full trust in our elected officials to guide and protect us,
and making these policy decisions with inattention to geography could have fatal consequences.

As governor, you bear the heavy responsibility of working in Florida's best interest and safety. We would
welcome the opportunity to connect you more fully to our vast and capable community of scholars,
professionals, and scientists. Geographers and GlScientists stand ready to provide their expertise and
contribute to the collective effort to contain and quell the COVID-19 pandemic. Science-based decision
making is crucial in your navigation of these unprecedented times, and geography is science.

Sincerely,

M \i%/’

Gary M. Langham, Ph.D.

Executive Director

American Association of Geographers
Washington, D.C.


https://geods.geography.wisc.edu/archives/2038
https://www.descarteslabs.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/mobility-v097.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/03/22/climate/coronavirus-usa-traffic.html?action=click&module=Spotlight&pgtype=Homepage&smid=tw-nytclimate&smtyp=cur
https://www.descarteslabs.com/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/marshallshepherd/2020/03/05/why-the-discipline-of-geography-is-a-key-part-of-the-coronavirus-fight/amp/?__twitter_impression=true
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Stephen R Boyes, P.G., Hydrogeologist, Retired

Buck Buchanan, Professor of Geography & GIS

Xiaoling Chen, University of Colorado Boulder

Edward G. Klein JR, US Army (Retired) Command Chief Warrant Officer
Naomy Perez, Geomorphologist

Rachel Woodul, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Evgeny Noi, UCSB
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AYODEJI Emmanuel I'YANDA, Texas State University- San Marcos
Seth A. Spawn, University of Wisconsin - Madison

Katie Schultz, Bureau of Reclamation

Tania Kolarik, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Anthony Bautista, Geoscience student

Jackson Horton

Walter Furness, Texas State University

Heidi Lannon, Santa Fe College

Heather L Benso, University of Nevada, Reno

George A. Huzinec, ad agency, market research, corporations

Brenda Johnson, GIS Analyst, County government

Miguel Castrence, Resource Mapping Hawai'i

Jennifer Fluri, University of Colorado-Boulder

Dr. Amy Rock, Humboldt State University

Shari Solberg-Ayers, Arizona State University

Lauren Phillips, University of Nevada, Reno Department of Geography
Carlos Baez, UC Santa Barbara

Sean Reid, University of California, Santa Barbara

Matthew H. Connolly, University of Central Arkansas

Rosangela Carreon, University of Nevada, Reno

Juan Ramirez, University of Colorado

Juanita Corea, US Army

Adan Navarrete

Harry J. Wilson, Ohio Northern University



steve | simmons

Bill Hatcher, Trinidad State Junior College

Carley Fitzgerald, GIS Professional

JOSEPH RICHARD LITE

William McKeithen, University of Washington

Katherine Shields, University of Oregon

JERI M. LANGHAM, California State University, Sacramento, CA
Kalyn Rossiter, Ohio Northern University

Kevin Mwenda, Brown University

Neil Debbage, University of Texas - San Antonio

Chang Zhao, NORC at the University of Chicago

Sarita Vijay Panchang

Arrianna M Planey, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Jonathan Otto, Teacher

Yongmei Lu, Texas State University

Melanie Kohls, Wisconsin State Cartographer's Office

Erin Clancy, University of Wisconsin - Madison

Waleed Abdalati, University of Colorado, Boulder

Tom Vo, Southern California Regional Government

Stephen O'Connell, University of Central Arkansas

Steven J. Rainey, McNeese State University Department of Social Sciences
Anjana Parandhaman, University of Nevada Reno

Michael D lvison, University of Arizona

joni m palmer, UNM

Mara Goldman, University of Colorado-Boulder

David Bolthouse, IT Architect

Katherine Markham, University of Georgia

Jennifer Borlick, GIS Manager, Rock County, Wisconsin

Eric Magrane, New Mexico State University

Scott Freundschuh, University if New Mexico

Mark C. Serreze, University of Colorado Boulder

David Baylis, PhD, University of Arkansas, Little Rock

Jill Trepanier, Geography and Anthropology, Louisiana State University
Fernando Riosmena, University of Colorado

Dr. Tracy Kugler, IPUMS Data Center, University of Minnesota
Holly Barnard, University of Colorado

Amelia Eisenhart, University of Texas at Austin

Sarah A. Blue, Texas State University



Jeremy Mennis, Temple University

Denise Blanchard, Texas State University

Elyse Zavar, University of North Texas

Eric Sarmiento, Texas State University

Sent Visser, Texas State U.

Jamison F. Conley, West Virginia University

Louis Wigley, Arizona State University

Melanie Saridakis, Arizona State University

Mayra Jimon

Russell Smith, Winston-Salem State University

Dina lde, University of Missouri-Columbia

Bryan Fischbein, Human Geography Teacher, Eastlake High School
Tyler G. James

Ting Liu, Northeastern Illinois University

Kate Landers, Texas State University

Michael T. Bacon, University of Virginia

Samuel Adu-Prah, Sam Houston State University

Scoo Freundschuh, University of New Mexico

Steve Czajka, OLS, OLIP, Manager, Smart City, AOLS

Trushna Parekh, Texas Southern University

Kalyca Spinler, University of Arkansas at Little Rock

Rebecca L Martin, GIS Specialist

Dr. Lauren Pharr Parks, Pharr Forensic Consulting, LLC

Patrick Williams, Consulting

John Casellas Connors, Texas A&M University

Payton Gilchrist, GIS Analyst, GIS Analyst

Chris Lundry, Professor, El Colegio de Mexico

Robyn J. Lane, Ph.D., Crafton Tull Associates

Heng Cai, Instructional Assistant Professor, Texas A&M University
Christopher Lippitt, Associate Professor, University of New Mexico
Gregory S Okin, Professor and Chair, UCLA Geography

Danielle Lainhart, Geographer, Geographer

Tammy Baier, Geographer, Geographer

Joshua Reynolds, GIS Programmer / Modeler, Wasatch Front Regional Council
Clayton Gordon, GIS Technician, GIS Technician, San Bernardino Water Department
Nichole Mehlhaff, Graduate Assistant Researcher, Texas A&M University, College of Geoscience
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